COUNTERWORK OF NASIR JANG'S FRIENDS
Whatever suits your exalted opinion may be done, either
you may go out to the Deccan or stay at Arcot. It does not
matter whichever is done to suit the occasion."
The Nawwab replied: "It is all the same whether I stay here or
at Arcot. My presence in either of these places \vill be useful for
the siege of Phulcheri. Whatever we intend may be done after
we reach Arcot." On hearing this reply the well-wishers held
their breath, and never again employed their tongues to say
'Yes' or 'No'. When the army of the Nawwab reached Arcot,
and the wishes of the wicked men were fulfilled, contrary to
the advice of the well-wishers, Sayyicl l- shkar Khan, and other
amirs of Asaf Jah had not the heart to witness the certain con-
sequences of these affairs, and before any such thing happened,
they took leave of the Wazir to visit the two holy places Makka
and Madlna. Thus they severed their connection with the
army of the Wazir and travelled towards the Deccan for the
purpose of bidding* farewell to their families and relations.
Hazrat-i-A£la also became aware of the possible consequences
and according to the advice of his noble father, he invited
from the adjoining Devanampattan the English whom
he found to be bold and trustworthy. He permitted them to
remain in his company. He got the sardar of the English
forces the proud distinction of an interview with the Wazir of
the mighty empire. Then he conveyed the request of the
English sardar to the Wazir that the taluk of Poonamalle1 be
(1) Muhammad All had given the English the hope of the grant of the
jagir of Poonamalle. Later, Nasir Jang was persuaded on one occasion to
order Muhammad All to sever his relationship with the English. But
Muhammad 'AH managed to give a large bribe to Ram Das Pandit through
Raja Sampat Rai and Raja Bashan Das and to persuade the Wazir to see that
the order for the expulsion of the English was withdrawn. This was prior to
the defeat of Muhammad AH at the hands of the French at Tiruvati. After-
wards, the English appointed Major Lawrence and another, Foss Westcott,
to be ambassadors to Nasir Jang with instructions to procure confirmation of
Muhammad All's grants at Fort St, David and at Madras and also fora grant
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